
 

Our Distinctives 
Prayer and the Ministry of God’s Word  

Because we believe we are incapable of changing anyones life we make prayer a priority 
of our church life. We believe the way that God brings about change is through his Word.  

We are an evangelical church. Evangelical is not a denomination. It’s a conviction about 
Scripture – the Bible is a sure word from God. We cant know everything about God, but we 
can know God truly because he has enabled us to do that through his word. Consequently 
the Bible is our authority in all matters. As the Bible is taught so God’s voice is heard.  

Baptism  

Baptism is the sign of belonging to God. Those who wish to become members must be 
baptised. We practice ‘Believers Baptism’, regarding it to be the mode commended in the 
N.T. We respect those who come from a paedo- baptist tradition and do not make the 
mode of baptism an issue in relation to membership.  

The Priesthood of all believers.  

The new covenant appoints one mediator the Lord Jesus. The Bible calls the church a 
‘holy priesthood’ appointed to offer spiritual sacrifices. The Lord’s Table is therefore open 
to ‘lay leadership’  

Men and Women.  

We believe that people, men and women share an equal status in Gods sight. Believing 
husbands and wives are described as ‘joint heirs’. Alongside this we believe God assigns 
different duties to men and women. As men are appointed to lead in their homes so they 
are entrusted to exercise Christlike leadership in the church. Consequently the 
responsibility of eldership is committed to men whereas both men and women may serve 
as deacons  

Sexual relations  

Sexual relations is a good gift of God. It is set in a particular context of one man and one 
woman committed together in a life long relationship (Marriage) There is no other context 
in which this is acceptable  



Differences  

There are some things on which Christians differ. Sometimes referred to as open hand and 
closed hand issues.  

1. First Things: Creation 

Closed hand: Creator God / people distinct from animals / historical Adam  

Open hand: age of the earth 

 
2. Last Things: Eschatology  

Closed hand: Personal return of Christ, Judgment: Heaven and Hell  

Open Hand: Differing positions on the Millennial reign of Christ  

3. The Gifts of the Spirit  

Closed hand: The Person of the Holy Spirit within the Triune God. Producing fruit, 
giving gifts, empowering ministry and witness to the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe 
that the Spirit is received at conversion. We desire to be regularly filled with the 
Spirit but do not hold that speaking in tongues is the definitive evidence or 
experience of being filled.  

Open hand: cessationist, continuationist position on tongues, prophecy, miracles.  

4. Gods sovereignty and human responsibility  

Closed hand: The Bible teaches both things 

Open hand: There are different understandings of the relationship between Gods 
sovereignty and human responsibility.  


