
Small Group Questions - World Mission & Costly Sacrifice 
2 Corinthians 8:1-9 

Introduction - In this week’s video we looked at Matthew 16 where Jesus calls us to take 
up our cross, deny ourselves and follow him. In 2 Corinthians 8 we learn about how the 
Macedonian churches did just that. At that time there was a famine in Judea and the 
Jewish Christians were in great need. The Apostle Paul organised a collection for them 
from among the Gentile churches he had planted. The Corinthians had initially been eager 
to give (2 Corinthians 8:10-11) but there eagerness seems to have cooled. Paul writes to 
urge them to come through on their pledge. He recounts the sacrificial generosity of the 
poorer Macedonians to motivate the Corinthians.  

Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-9 

§1 The Macedonian churches were extremely poor and experiencing severe trials (v2.) 
They had also never met the Jewish Christians in Judea. In that situation how might they 
have been tempted to approach the offering?


§2 v2-5 describe their giving. 

	 a) What did they give? 


	 b) How did they give? 


	 c) Who did they give to?


	 d) What do you find most striking about their giving?


§3 Such sacrificial generosity is not normal. 

	 a) Where did such generosity come from? (see v1 & v8-9.)


	 b) How can the gospel motivate us to be as generous?


§4 The Macedonians didn’t just give their money. “They gave themselves first of all to the 
Lord” (v5.) What might it mean for us to imitate their example and give ourselves first to 
the Lord?


§5 As we come to the end of our Mission Month are there specific ways God has been 
challenging you? 


Spend time praying for one another as you respond to what God has been saying to us 
through this month.


