
Exploring Membership 



We are glad to know of your interest in belonging to God’s people 
here in Bessacarr. This booklet sets out who we are and what it 
means to be a member of the church. We are always happy to talk 
through any questions that may arise as you consider these things.
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Introducing Bessacarr Evangelical 
Church 

Bessacarr as an area was developed extensively in the 1970’s. 
From being a quiet suburb on the outer edge of Doncaster it has 
become a vast estate providing housing for many thousands of 
people. It was at that time that a small group of people from the 
Gospel Hall determined to plant a church to serve this new 
community. The church opened in 1975. Although over time BEC 
has come to be made up of people from across the borough we 
feel a particular commitment to Bessacarr. We are committed to its 
schools and to serving the needs of the wider community. We 
believe God has put us here to proclaim the good news to this 
particular group of people.


 ‘Evangelical’ says something about what we believe and what we 
do. The evangel / gospel is the news of what God has done for us 
through Jesus Christ, 2,000 years ago. The Bible sums it up with 
these words: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared…. (1Corinthians 
15:3-5) Our prayer is that everyone in Bessacarr would have 
opportunity to hear that news.


Gospel ministry is described in the Bible as conflict and 
consequently we value the support and encouragement of others. 
BEC is part of two networks. We are members of the Fellowship of 
Independent Evangelical Churches (www.fiec.org.uk) which is a 
family of over 500 local churches who are united by the gospel and 
by a common purpose. The Fellowship exists to encourage and 
equip these churches to impact our nation with the good news of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


We are also members of the Yorkshire Gospel Partnership 
(www.ygp.org.uk) a gathering of likeminded churches committed to 
seeing churches planted and the gospel spread across Yorkshire.


The local church is God’s strategy for both reaching men and 
women with the gospel and putting on display his glory. The Bible 

�1

http://www.fiec.org.uk
http://www.ygp.org.uk


teaches us that we have been called together to express the life of 
the Lord Jesus. Our individual lives are to combine together as the 
Body of Christ revealing his life in our unity and proclamation. To be 
a united body requires a high level of commitment. Its clear Jesus 
demanded much of those who set out to follow him not least in the 
area of their relationships to one another. He called them away from 
their competitiveness and individualism to love one another. The 
early chapters of Acts illustrate their response as they share 
resources, open their homes and pray for one another.


This is what we aspire to as a church. Today our culture is one that 
endeavours to keep its options endlessly open. Marriage is rejected 
in favour of living together and our attitude to church membership 
can be similar. And whilst ‘hedging your bets’ may avoid 
inconvenience it inevitably condemns us to a life of uncertainty. 
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Our Core Convictions 
#1 - We belong to Christ 
(Matthew 16:13-20, Acts 20:25-35, Ephesians 2:11:22,) 

The Church belongs to Jesus - v18 

Jesus builds and rules his church by his word - v18-19 

Jesus WILL build and preserve his church - v18 

This conviction is seen in…


… Our Statement of faith 


… Our Covenant of Fellowship


… Our Distinctives


… Our Expectations of Membership
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#2 - We are committed to growing up in 
maturity together 
(Ephesians 4:1-16) 

As BEC we are One (v1-6) 

As BEC we are Many (v7-12) 

As BEC we are aiming for Maturity Together (v13-16) 

This conviction is seen in…


… Our Covenant of Fellowship


… Our Distinctives


… Differences


… Our Membership Expectations
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#3 - We are committed to reaching out 
together with the gospel 
(Matthew 28:16-20)


The Four All’s


Jesus has ALL Authority (v18) 

So we are to go and make disciples of ALL Nations (v19) 

Teaching them to obey ALL that Jesus has taught (v20) 

Reassured that Jesus will ALWAYS be with us (v20) 

This Convictions is seen in…


… Our Statement of Faith


… Our Covenant of Fellowship


… Our Distinctives


… Our Membership Expectations
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Our Statement of Faith 
We believe in:


1. The divine inspiration, authority and sufficiency of the Holy 
Scriptures. The Bible alone speaks with final authority and is 
sufficient for all matters of belief and practice.


2. The unity of the Godhead, comprising the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, to whom equal honour is due.


3. The Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of the eternal God:-

who became truly man, being conceived by the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary

who died on the cross as a sacrifice for His people's sins

who was raised from the dead on the third day

who ascended to the right hand of God where He serves as the 
only mediator between God and men

who will come again to receive His people to Himself and 
establish His kingdom


4. The fall of man and the sinfulness of human nature as a result of 
that fall


5. Salvation is entirely a work of God’s grace and cannot be earned 
or deserved. It has been accomplished by the Lord Jesus Christ 
and is offered to all in the Gospel. God in his love forgives 
sinners whom he calls, granting them repentance and faith. All 
who believe in Christ are justified by faith alone, adopted into the 
family of God and receive eternal life. 


6. The necessity of the work of the Holy Spirit to bring about the 
new birth and to enable the believer to live a new life


7. The ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's Supper as being 
instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ


8. The resurrection of the body; the judgement of the world by our 
Lord Jesus Christ; with the eternal blessedness of the righteous 
and the eternal punishment of the unrighteous.
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Our Covenant of Fellowship 
We have come together, as the people of God, conscious that we 
have been called, by grace, into fellowship with God the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, and into fellowship with each other.

We accept the benefits and responsibilities that come with the 
privilege of being part of the church. We are therefore committed to 
living in ways that commend the gospel of our Lord Jesus to those 
who do not know Him.  We recognise that our witness in word must 
be matched by a life lived under the Lordship of Jesus, in 
obedience to the Word of God, through the power of the Holy Spirit 
who lives in us.


In accepting our differing and complementary roles within the 
church, we recognise our need of each other as we seek to serve 
the Lord and live together as the family of God. We can only do this 
as the Holy Spirit produces his fruit in our lives and so we affirm our 
total dependence on Him, asking Him to make us what God calls 
us to be.


We commit ourselves to each other, conscious of our own failings 
and our need for God’s daily forgiveness. We therefore covenant 
together to be gracious and forgiving so that when difficulties arise 
among us we will not simply walk away, but will, in humility, make 
every effort to work through the difficulties and seek to resolve the 
situation.


We acknowledge our differing backgrounds, attitudes and 
personalities but seek to accept one another in the Lord aware of 
our own inadequacy and sinfulness.  With God’s help, we seek to 
express our love for the Lord and for each other in the fellowship by 
mutual support, accountability and encouragement, ready always 
to give of ourselves, our time and resources. 

We look to the future with confidence and expectancy, delighting in 
the goodness and faithfulness of our gracious and loving God.  Our 
desire is to see the Father glorified, the Son exalted and the Spirit 
honoured in the life and witness of this church.

We look forward to the return of our Saviour and ask the Holy Spirit 
to empower us to live each day in the light of our Lord’s coming 
again.
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Our Distinctives  
Prayer and the Ministry of God’s Word 
Because we believe we are incapable of changing anyones life we 
make prayer a priority of our church life. We believe the way that 
God brings about change is through his Word.


We are an evangelical church. Evangelical is not a denomination. 
It’s a conviction about Scripture – the Bible is a sure word from 
God. We cant know everything about God, but we can know God 
truly because he has enabled us to do that through his word. 
Consequently the Bible is our authority in all matters. As the Bible is 
taught so God’s voice is heard.


Baptism 
Baptism is the sign of belonging to God. Those who wish to 
become members must be baptised. We practice ‘Believers 
Baptism’, regarding it to be the mode commended in the New 
Testament. We respect those who come from a paedo-baptist 
tradition and do not make the mode of baptism an issue in relation 
to membership. 

The Priesthood of all believers 
The new covenant appoints one mediator the Lord Jesus. The Bible 
calls the church a ‘holy priesthood’ appointed to offer spiritual 
sacrifices. Leadership at the Lord’s Table will normally be the 
responsibility of one of the elders. 


Men and Women 
We believe that people, men and women share an equal status in 
Gods sight. Believing husbands and wives are described as ‘joint 
heirs’. Alongside this we believe God assigns different duties to 
men and women. As men are appointed to lead in their homes so 
they are entrusted to exercise Christlike leadership in the church. 
Consequently the responsibility of eldership is committed to men 
whereas both men and women may serve as deacons. 
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Sexual relations 
Sexual relations is a good gift of God. It is set in a particular 
context of one man and one woman committed together in a life 
long relationship (Marriage) There is no other context in which this 
is acceptable. 
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Differences  
There are some things on which Christians differ.  Sometimes 
referred to as open hand and closed hand issues. Closed-handed 
things are things which we all need to agree upon. Open-handed 
things are those where Christians can differ in their opinions. Where 
we differ with one another these are opportunities for us to show 
grace and kindness to one another as the body of Christ.

1.First  Things: Creation

Closed hand: Creator God / people distinct from animals / historical 
Adam 
Open hand: age of the earth


2.Last Things: Eschatology

Closed hand: Personal return of Christ, Judgment: Heaven and Hell 
Open Hand: Differing positions on the Millennial reign of Christ


3.The Gifts of the Spirit 
Closed hand: The Person of the Holy Spirit within the Triune God. 
Producing fruit, giving gifts, empowering ministry and witness to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that the Spirit is received at 
conversion. We desire to be regularly filled with the Spirit but do not 
hold that speaking in tongues is the definitive evidence or 
experience of being filled.

Open hand: cessationist, continuationist position on tongues, 
prophecy, miracles.


4.Gods sovereignty and human responsibility 
Closed hand: The Bible teaches both things 
Open hand: There are different understandings of the relationship 
between Gods sovereignty and human responsibility.
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Our Membership Expectations 
Attending 
• Committed to meeting together with Gods people on Sunday


• To be part of a home group


Prayer 
• To share in the work of praying for the church family and its 

witness 

Serving 
• To commit to the informal ministry of welcoming and building 

others up.


• To be willing to serve in some appropriate area of the church’s 
life.


Giving 
• To set aside a percentage of income for Gods work here and 

beyond.
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Becoming a Member of BEC 

1. Attend both sessions of Exploring Membership


2. Tell one of the Pastors that you would like to become a 
member.


3. Two Elders will then meet with you informally to discuss 
membership. They will ask you about how you came to 
faith in Christ and ways that you can be an active 
member of BEC.


4. The Elders will then meet to consider your application.


5. You will then be formally received into membership on 
a Sunday morning at a communion service.
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