
Mission Month – God’s heart for the nations 

Jonah 4 

What has Jonah just witnessed in chapter 3? How does he respond to these remarkable events? 

 Jonah has just experienced something which no other prophet experienced – the wholesale 

turning of a pagan city to God. It’s a truly remarkable transformation. But Jonah doesn’t burst 

into praise and worship – declaring God is good, God reigns. Instead he is furious, he’s burning 

with rage. To Jonah – the lack of calamity coming upon Nineveh is itself a calamity. 

Why is Jonah so angry? Why did he run away in the first place? 

 Assyria was a dangerous state – within a few decades it would conquer the Northern Kingdom of 

Israel. The Assyrian Empire was infamous for its extreme violence, gross immorality and wicked 

idolatry. And yet God was still passionately concerned about the inhabitants for he takes no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked. When God looked at the violent, wicked and pagan city of 

Nineveh – unlike Jonah, he didn’t just see people who needed to be judged and obliterated, but 

people in need of his mercy and forgiveness.  

Why is Jonah’s anger so absurd and what does it reveal about his heart? 

 Jonah has forgotten about or at least completely taken for granted the immense mercy that the 

Lord has first shown him. In chapters 1&2 – Jonah emphatically rejects God’s authority over his 

life and vainly tries to run away, as Jonah is cast into the raging sea and sinks to the depths – it’s 

a graphic picture of his spiritual condition. He’s drowning in his sin and guilt and utterly 

powerless to rescue himself. 

 And yet as Jonah is being sucked into the grave, he remembers what the God is like, ‘gracious and 

compassionate…  slow to anger and abounding in love.’ And so Jonah does the only thing he can 

do – he calls out to God for mercy.  

 God would be perfectly justified in ignoring Jonah’s cry and letting him drown, after all Jonah is 

guilty and deserves judgment, God owes him nothing. And yet God shows immense mercy and 

kindness and rescues Jonah. Tragically Jonah is happy for God to show mercy to him – but not to 

everyone, not to his enemies. 

In what ways do you see yourself reflected in Jonah? 

 Jesus says to his rescued people – go and make disciples of all nations. The undeserved mercy we 

have experienced in Christ should motivate us to help others experience God’s mercy as well. 

God’s mercy is always meant to overflow from his people to the very ends of the earth. 

What does the book of Jonah reveal about God’s heart? 

 We’re given a wonderful insight into God’s missionary heart, his heart for the nations to be 

reached 

What will it look like for us to share God’s concerns? 

 


