
Small Group Leaders Notes - 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

Context

• Acts 16-17 - Paul and Silas had been beaten and imprisoned in Philippi for preaching 

the gospel. They then moved on to Thessalonica where they also faced opposition and 
persecution. This helps us understand their reference to suffering and being treated 
outrageously and then daring to tell the Thessalonians the gospel in 1 Thessalonians 
2:2.


• The missionaries had to leave Thessalonians quickly (Acts 17:10) and Paul had been 
unable to return (1 Thessalonians 2:17-18.) This could have left the Thessalonians to 
question Paul’s intentions, motivations and feelings towards them. “Did he care for 
them?” “Was his ministry amongst them motivated by love for them or selfish greed?” 
These sorts of questions may have been fed back to Paul by Timothy (who had just 
returned from a visit to Thessalonica - see 3:2, 6.) Paul therefore reminds the 
Thessalonians of how the missionaries behaved amongst the Thessalonians (look at 
how many times he says, “You know” in this passage.)


Structure

• The question of the Missionaries motivation and concern for the Thessalonians runs 

throughout this passage so that it holds together as 1 unit. Paul employs 3 different 
family metaphors to bring out their attitude and behaviour towards the Thessalonians 
(see v7, v8 and v10-11.)


• The passage begins with Paul asserting that their visit had not been without results. We 
will see more of these results in the next passage (2:13-17) but for now we see the 
missionaries’ goal was to tell them the gospel of God (v2 and v9) with the goal of 
pleasing God not people (v4-7) and then lovingly encouraging them to live lives worthy 
of God (v12.)


Notes

Rather than going through verse by verse here are some of the key themes in the passage. 

• The Missionaries were sent by God and therefore accountable to him and wanted to 
please him above everyone and everything else.

• Look at  v2, v4, v5, v6, and v10 and see how many times they speak of being helped 

by God or God being their witness. I think v4 sums it up best.


• The gospel they preached was God’s not their own invention.

• Again look at v2, v4, v8 and v9 and see how many times they describe the gospel as 

God’s gospel.


• They were not trying to trick, flatter or exploit the Thessalonians by preaching to them 
(v3 and v5.) 

• In those days travelling philosophers and orators would often use their skills and 

knowledge to draw a crowd and get rich from public speaking. As Paul said in 2 
Corinthians 2:17 “Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On 
the contrary, we speak before God with sincerity, as those sent from God.”


• They did not want to be a burden on the Thessalonians and so alongside their ministry 
they also worked to provide what they needed (see v6 and v9.)


• They were gentle with the Thessalonians, not asserting their rights but loving and 
caring for them. (v7-8.)
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• Paul employs 2 family metaphors to make this point. 

• They were gentle like little children rather than asserting their rights as apostles. To 

understand this we need to remember that in that society children had almost no 
status. Children were nobodies and so Paul is saying, even though we were 
Apostles of Christ, we acted as nobodies for your sake.


• Paul then changes the metaphor and says they were like nursing mothers to show 
how gentle, loving and caring they were towards the Thessalonians. The 
Thessalonians weren’t strangers for them to exploit. Instead they were like their 
newborn children for them to love, and care for. That is why they didn’t just share 
the gospel with them but their lives as well (v8.) A nursing mother doesn’t just feed 
her child but does everything she can for her child because she loves them so 
much. Paul says that’s how the Missionaries felt and behaved towards the 
Thessalonians.


• They were holy and blameless amongst them treating them the way a good and loving 
Father treats his own children. (v9-12.)

• Just as good Fathers want to provide for their children rather than being a burden to 

their children so the Apostles worked hard not to be a burden. 

• At the same time, they were like good fathers to the Thessalonians because they 

lovingly encouraged, comforted and urged them to live lives worthy of God (v11-12.)


Big Idea

As God’s messengers they lovingly shared God’s gospel and their lives with the 
Thessalonians because they loved them so much!


Areas of Application

• Christian Leadership - This is the biggest and most obvious area of application from 

this passage. This passage gives us a wonderful (and challenging insight) into the 
Apostle’s motivation and love for those he ministered to. Sadly there are far too many 
examples of bullying and abusive Christian leadership in recent times. Similarly leaders 
can also be tempted to prioritise the praise of people rather than God. This can lead 
people to change the gospel forgetting that it’s God’s gospel. There is much in these 
verses for everyone involved in serving and leading in church or ministry.


• Seeking God’s praise rather than people’s praise - Even if we are not in church 
leadership or ministry we are still ultimately accountable to God rather than people. 
This should shape the way we approach our work (whatever it may be.) 


• Loving and Caring for God’s People - The missionaries came to Thessalonica to bless 
and serve the Thessalonians rather than to receive from the Thessalonians. Such an 
attitude is an example to all Christians not just church leaders. Instead of approaching 
church thinking, “What can I get from this?” we are encouraged to think, “How can I 
love and care for others?” v8 is a great motto for all of us to adopt as we think about 
our church family.
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Bible Study Questions


Starter - Good leadership is vital in all areas of life. Whether it is in sport, politics, 
business or the church there is much talk about leadership. What do you think makes a 
good leader?


1. Paul and his team of missionaries had suffered badly in Philippi  and faced opposition 
in Thessalonica (v2.) How might they have felt about sharing the gospel in 
Thessalonica?


2. How did their view of God shape their ministry? What was their motivation? What 
were they not bothered about?


3. The passage contains 3 family metaphors to describe their ministry (v6-7, v8 and 
v10-12.) How does each metaphor help paint a picture of of how the missionaries 
treated the Thessalonians?


4. Despite the opposition they clearly considered their visit a success (v1.) says their visit 
was not without results. What was their aim and why was their visit a success?


5. Sadly there are many examples of bullying and abusive Christian leadership. What 
positive picture of leadership emerges from this passage? How can we use this 
passage to pray for those who teach and lead in different areas of church life?


6. Even if we are not church leaders, we are also ultimately accountable to God in 
whatever we do. How will this perspective impact our approach to work, church and 
home life? What will it mean for you to seek to please God rather than people this 
week?
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